RBS and RUS, USDA

(1) Accurate, current, and complete
disclosure of the financial result of
each grant.

(2) Records which identify adequately
the source and application of funds for
grant-supporting activities, together
with documentation to support the
records. Those records shall contain in-
formation pertaining to grant awards
and authorizations, obligations, unobli-
gated balances, assets, liabilities, out-
lays, and income.

(3) Effective control over and ac-
countability for all funds. Grantee
shall adequately safeguard all such as-
sets and shall assure that funds are
used solely for authorized purposes.

(e) The grantee will retain financial
records, supporting documents, statis-
tical records, and all other records per-
tinent to the grant for a period of at
least 3 years after grant closing except
that the records shall be retained be-
yond the 3-year period if audit findings
have not been resolved or if directed by
the United States. Microfilm copies
may be substituted in lieu of original
records. The Agency and the Comp-
troller General of the United States, or
any of their duly authorized represent-
atives, shall have access to any books,
documents, papers, and records of the
grantee which are pertinent to the spe-
cific grant program for the purpose of
making audit, examination, excerpts,
and transcripts.

§4284.657 Audit requirements.

Grantees must provide an annual
audit in accordance with 7 CFR part
3052. The audit requirements apply to
the years in which grant funds are re-
ceived and years in which work is ac-
complished that will be paid for with
grant funds.

§8§ 4284.658-4284.666 [Reserved]

§4284.667

Grants will be serviced in accordance
with part 1951, subparts E and O, of this
title. Grantees will permit periodic in-
spection of the program operations by
a representative of the Agency. All
non-confidential information resulting
from the Grantee’s activities shall be
made available to the general public on
an equal basis.

Grant servicing.

§4284.901

§4284.668 Programmatic changes.

The Grantee shall obtain prior ap-
proval for any change to the scope or
objectives of the approved project.
Failure to obtain prior approval of
changes to the scope of work or budget
may result in suspension, termination,
and recovery of grant funds.

§§4284.669-4284.683 [Reserved]

§4284.684 Exception authority.

The Administrator may, in indi-
vidual cases, grant an exception to any
requirement or provision of this sub-
part provided the Administrator deter-
mines that application of the require-
ment or provision would adversely af-
fect USDA’s interest.

§§4284.685-4284.698 [Reserved]

§4284.699 Member delegate clause.

No member of Congress shall be ad-
mitted to any share or part of this
grant or any benefit that may arise
therefrom; but this provision shall not
be construed to bar as a contractor
under the grant a publicly held cor-
poration whose ownership might in-
clude a member of Congress.

§4284.700 OMB control number.

The reporting and recordkeeping re-
quirements contained in this regula-
tion have been approved by the Office
of Management and Budget under the
provisions of 44 U.S.C. chapter 35 and
have been assigned OMB control num-
ber 0570-0024 in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. You
are not required to respond to this col-
lection of information unless it dis-
plays a valid OMB control number.

Subparts H-l [Reserved]

Subpart J—Value-Added
Producer Grants

SOURCE: 69 FR 23430, Apr. 29, 2004, unless
otherwise noted.

§4284.901 Purpose.

This subpart implements the Value-
Added agricultural product market de-
velopment grant program (Value-
Added Producer Grants) administered
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§4284.902

by the Rural Business-Cooperative
Service whereby grants are made to en-
able producers to develop businesses
that produce and market Value-Added
agricultural products.

§4284.902

It is the policy of the Secretary of
Agriculture to fund a broad diversity of
projects that help increase the agricul-
tural producers’ customer base and
share of the food and agricultural sys-
tem profit.

Policy.

§4284.903 Program administration.

The Value-Added Producer Grant
program is administered by Coopera-
tive Services within the Agency.

§4284.904 Definitions.

Planning Grants—Grants to facilitate
the development of a defined program
of economic activities to determine the
viability of a potential Value-Added
venture, including feasibility studies,
marketing strategies, business plans
and legal evaluations.

Working Capital Grants—Grants to
provide funds to operate ventures and
pay the normal expenses of the venture
that are eligible uses of grant funds.

§§ 4284.905-4284.906 [Reserved]

§4284.907 Eligibility for grant assist-
ance.

(a) The proposed project must evi-
dence a high likelihood of creating
Value-Added for an Agricultural Prod-
uct.

(b) Independent Producers, Agricul-
tural producer groups, Farmer or
Rancher cooperatives and Majority-
Controlled Producer-Based Business
Ventures, are eligible for grants under
this subpart.

(c) An applicant that is a Farmer or
Rancher cooperative, an Agriculture
producer group or a Majority-Con-
trolled Producer-Based Business Ven-
ture must be entering into an Emerg-
ing Market as a result of the proposed
project. An applicant that is an Inde-
pendent Producer does not have to be
entering into an Emerging Market.

(d) No project may be the subject of
more than one Planning Grant or more
than one Working Capital Grant under
this subpart. The same project may,

7 CFR Ch. XLII (1-1-06 Edition)

however, be awarded one Planning
Grant and subsequently apply for and
receive a Working Capital Grant.

(e) Not more than one project per
funding cycle per applicant may re-
ceive grant funding under this subpart.

§4284.908 Use of grant and matching
funds.

(a) An application may be for either
a Planning Grant or a Working Capital
Grant, but not both.

(b) Grant funds may be used to pay
up to 50 percent of the costs for car-
rying out relevant projects. Matching
funds must be provided for the balance
of costs.

(c) Matching funds may only be used
for the same purposes allowed for grant
funds.

(d) Planning Grant funds may be used
to develop a business plan or perform a
feasibility study to establish a viable
marketing opportunity for a Value-
Added producer. These uses include,
but are not limited to, the following:

(1) Conduct, or hire a qualified con-
sultant to conduct, a feasibility anal-
ysis of the proposed value added
project to help determine the potential
success of the project;

(2) Develop, or hire a qualified con-
sultant to develop, a business oper-
ations plan that provides comprehen-
sive detail on the management, plan-
ning and other operational aspects of
the proposed project; and

(3) Develop, or hire a qualified con-
sultant to develop, a marketing plan
for the proposed Value-Added prod-
uct(s) including the identification of a
market window, potential buyers, a de-
scription of the distribution system
and possible promotional campaigns;

(e) Working Capital Grant funds may
be used to provide capital to establish
alliances or business ventures that
allow the producer of the Value-Added
agricultural product to better compete
in domestic or international markets.
These uses include, but are not limited
to, the following:

(1) Establish a working capital ac-
count to fund operations prior to ob-
taining sufficient cash flow from oper-
ations;

(2) Hire counsel to provide legal ad-
vice and to draft organizational and
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